Independent Reading Rubric
Use each rubric below to track and record students’ progress with independent reading.

	Date
	Independent Reading Behaviors
          Emerging                    Developing                 Advancing                 Avid

	
	
Engagement and Identity (developing and self-assessing one’s reading preferences and behaviors) 

	
	
Stamina (sustaining one’s reading over time)


	
	
Independence (reading without assistance)


	
	
Vocabulary Knowledge (relating to the lesson’s Benchmark Vocabulary or Language Analysis instruction)


	
	
Fluency (reading steadily without pausing)


	
	
Critical Thinking (applying higher-order thinking skills to texts)
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Comprehension (relating to the lesson’s Reading or Language Analysis instruction)




Unable to read for a period of time; easily distracted


Struggles to sustain reading over time; may get distracted by others


Reads for the allotted time with eyes on text


Would continue reading beyond allotted time; gets "lost" in the text






Needs help to progress through texts


Progresses through famliar texts; may need help with new or difficult texts


Rarely needs help; may seek help with challenging sections of text


Does not need help






Struggles to read many of the words in a text; skips new or difficult words


Reads most words in a text; beginning to confront new or difficult words 


Applies strategies to work through the words and language in a text


Applies strategies to understand complex or sophisticated language in a text






Reads haltingly; often needs cues; easily frustrated


Reads at a slow pace; may need cues; may become frustrated


Reads smoothly and evenly; sounds natural


Reads smoothly at a slow pace






Has great difficulty applying higher-order thinking skills; does not ask questions about texts


Applies higher-order thinking skills with guidance; asks text-based questions


Applies higher-order thinking skills to texts; asks inferential questions


Applies higher-order thinking skills to examine texts; asks high-level inquiry questions






Struggles to understand self-selected texts; has difficulty answering questions about texts


Understands self-selected texts with support; answers text-based questions


Uses lesson to help understand self-selected texts; answers inferential questions


Understands self-selected texts; answers high-level inquiry questions






Reluctant to read; does not view self as a reader


Reads if required; selects favorite texts that may lack sufficient challenge


Enjoys reading; conscious of personal preferences and abilities


Eager to read; shares text recommendations; sets goals for own reading
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